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Phytoplankton, our amazing microscopic friend
Phytoplankton (1, 2, 3 and 4) are the small microorganisms that live floating in watery environments. They are the foundation of the aquatic food web and marine ecosystems. In addition, they 
are so crucial for the life of the whole planet because they photosynthesize. Phytoplankton are extremely diverse, varying from diatoms (2 and 4) to dinoflagellates (1 and 3) and different in 
shape, size and color (1, 2, 3 and 4). They are the food of many fishes (1, 2 and 4) and mollusks (3) in the ocean. Also, phytoplankton are responsible for the release of 50 % of the oxygen that we 
breathe on the planet. They consume CO2 and are a good mechanism of absorption of CO2. In fact, phytoplankton absorb a quarter of CO2 that humans generate every year.
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